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Social Media

(the good stuff, mostly)



  

How do 100 people have a conversation?
A million?



  

Listserv/ Email



  

Classic Forum



  

Slashdot
(meta-moderation)



  

Reddit



  

But these were/are generally “topic-oriented” 
with identities added on.

What about “identity” based?



  

Friendster



  

Myspace



  

Myspace. Ugly pages, horrible poetry..
(and probably the best social media site ever)



  

Disposable identities

Important tool for human development..

..or, would  you rather your “permanent 
record” suddenly become reality?

(this is both a very technical and very social 
issue)



  

Quasi-Anonymity
● When people aren't perfectly hidden, but 

more or less act like it.

….A/S/L?



  

Blackplanet



  

Facebook



  

LinkedIn



  

This ties in with another useful 
idea: syndication.

AKA, “What are you up to RIGHT NOW?”



  

Twitter



  

And everyone else trying to make 
millions..

Snapchat

Instagram

Vine or Tik-Tok or whatever it is now lol im 
old

...etc.



  

But, perhaps there are drawbacks?

Really, one. 

Who “controls” the forum? What does its 

GOVERNANCE look like?

Many models, many ideas.



  

But, perhaps there are drawbacks?

From the user’s point of view:

Do you see everything that is posted?

If not, who is curating it, and for what 
purpose?

How much control do you have over 
curation?



  

Censorship? 
(I'm not sure why I put a question mark there. Yes, this is freaking censorship and it's weird.)



  

Other ways?



  

RSS?



  

But, also...



  

Classic Forum



  

But what if you want everyone?

Then you need “federation”:

A group of servers/nodes

WITH EQUAL POWER

who agree to pass on and distribute 
messages. 

with centralized rules, but no central authority



  

Mastodon



  

HOW COULD THIS EVER WORK?



  

HOW COULD THIS EVER WORK?

Already does.

Ever heard of email? :)

  



  

HOW COULD THIS EVER WORK?

Already does.

Ever heard of email? :)

(don’t get me started on usenet, it’ll blow your 
mind…)  
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